
 

Middle School Educators Fund 
Polk County Community Foundation 

- 2010 - 
 
The purpose of this fund is to provide resources or activities beyond normal classroom 
instruction that motivate and inspire students to learn.  Grants are available for Polk County 
middle school educators who wish to directly benefit one or more students by creating a 
unique learning experience. 
 
The Middle School Educators Fund was established by Cathie Campbell whose thirty years as 
a middle school teacher and ten years as the Grants Manager at the Polk County Community 
Foundation enabled her to design this initiative to increase community involvement in local 
classrooms. 
   
Who is eligible?  Educators in Polk County public middle schools. 
 

What types of grants may be awarded?  The purpose of this fund is to provide resources or activities 
beyond normal classroom instruction that motivate and inspire students to learn.  Field trips, 
speakers, props, costumes, supplemental materials, and all imaginative uses of these grant funds are 
encouraged. 
 

Total grant funds available in 2010.  Each educator is eligible for a total of $300 each grant cycle.   
 
Questions?  For additional information concerning this or other grant applications, or help with your 
unique situation, please contact our Grant Manager at the Polk County Community Foundation.   
 
You may visit us at 255 South Trade Street, Tryon, NC or at www.polkccf.org; call 828-859-5314; or 
email: grants@polkccf.org. 
 
Application Deadline: 

Only Cycle: By Tuesday, September 28, 2010 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Notification of funding decision: 

Only Cycle: By Friday, November 19, 2010 
 
 
 

Guidelines for the Award 
 
Your Application: Each educator must submit his or her own complete application. 
      (No group applications.) 
 
Ownership: The Polk County School System, not the teacher, owns anything purchased  

with grant funds. 
 
Reimbursement: Unlike other funds at the foundation, educators may request a grant for 

reimbursement of personal funds spent to advance the purpose of this grant fund; 
however, there is no guarantee that the grant will be approved.  Save your 
receipts. 
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Grant Project Budget.  See attached example. 
 

 On a separate sheet, submit a detailed Grant Budget itemizing all proposed expenditures for 
your proposal.  The Grant Budget must match the grant request on your cover sheet and be in 
the required format.  Refer to additional instructions in the “Guidelines for the Award” 
section. 
 

Detailed Project Description.  See attached example. 
 

 The details of your educational project. 
 An explanation of why you wish to do this project. 

 
Optional Supplements.   
 
If you would like, you may add one or two pages of information to supplement your application. 
 
Required Publicity from Successful Applicants. 

 
Educators whose proposals are funded are required to submit to the Polk County School System and 
the Polk County Community Foundation a visual (pictures, drawings, or the like) and a short written 
summary of the project and its impact on teaching and learning.  Educators shall obtain all necessary 
permissions needed for any photographs which may be posted on the Polk County School website and 
used in other publicity.  By submitting this application, you give permission for all information about 
your grant to be used in publicity. 
 
Reports from any previous grants shall be considered by the committee which recommends these 
grants. 
 
Payment of Grants. 
 
All grant payments and receipts will be handled by Polk County Schools.  Save your receipts. 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 

Please deliver applications to: 
 

Polk County Community Foundation 
255 South Trade St. 
Tryon, NC  28782 

 
Incomplete, incorrectly formatted, late, emailed or faxed applications shall not be considered.  All 
application materials must be submitted together in one package.  If you wish, you may schedule an 
appointment well before the deadline with our Grant Manager.  During your appointed time, you may ask the 
Grant Manager to certify that your application has been turned in on time and is complete. 
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This is an example of a grant budget which meets the format and information requirements. 
 

 
EXAMPLE OF REQUIRED FORMAT.  A BLANK CHART IS IN THE APPLICATION. 

Grant 
Reference Description Number Cost per 

item Total Cost Source of cost Amount 
Approved  

A 
Set of 5 math 
puzzle books 1 $110 $110 

Estimate based on 
two web sites.  

B 
Classical Music 

and Math 2 $12 $24 
Purchased at 

conference 3 months 
ago. 

 

C 
Web subscription 
for one student 1 $125 $125 

Cost listed on 
website.  

D Props N/A N/A $40 

Estimate based on 
months of 

consideration of what 
is needed. 

 

  
                                                                       Grant Request: $ 299         Total grant awarded $__________ 
                                                                                                                   by PCCF 
             Detailed project description:  
 

A. For use in the classroom to expand math thinking and to teach students to apply         
mathematical thinking and applications in a use in variety of situations well beyond 
textbook.  I can use these books for years. 
 

B. For a free after school program for small group of our students who expressed interest.  Saw  
demonstration at conference – OUTSTANDING!  I am going to use my knowledge of 
classical music and math to design an experience and will work without A.V. setup.  My 
principal has authorized this free afterschool experience at our school for interested 
students. 
 

C. For use by one student who is above and beyond rest of class to allow the student to  
expand his knowledge of math by working on his own after he finishes the assigned work. 
 

D. Props to keep in a prop box to reenact moments of great discoveries in math.  The props will 
complement the books I already have in the classroom about mathematicians and the 
circumstances surrounding their “aha!” moments of discovery.  Reenactments help students 
get excited about and remember concepts. 
 

Ways to improve the above narrative: 
 

B. Define “A.V.” (Avoid abbreviations and jargon.) 
Explain why two books are needed instead of one. 
Don’t assume background knowledge. 
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Middle School Educators Fund 
 

Cover Page:  (must be submitted in this form on one page) 
 
Your name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your contact information.  Email: __________________________________________________________  
 
                                             Phone number: __________________________________________________  
 
Your current position with school: __________________________________________________________ 
 
If you are a classroom teacher: 
 
          Grade(s) taught: ________________________________ 
 
          Subject(s) taught: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
If you are an educator who is not a classroom teacher: 
 
          Describe your usual interactions with students if you are not a classroom teacher: 
 
           
 
 
 
 
         
 
Years in current position: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Principal’s name: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of school: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project summary: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grant request: $________________________ 
 
 
Signature. 
 
I certify that all the information contained in this proposal is true and complete to the best of my 
knowledge.  I agree to the terms of this grant as detailed in the application and my proposal.  I 
understand that the Polk County School System owns anything purchased with grant funds. 
 
 
_________________________________________   ___________________________ 
Educator’s signature                                                             Date 
 
 



 

 
This is the required format for your grant budget.  Please see the attached example. 

 
Your name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Your position at school:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of your school: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Principal’s signature indicating approval of this proposal if funded: 
 
________________________________________________  
 

Grant 
Reference Description Number Cost per 

item Total Cost Source of cost Amount 
Approved  

A       

B       

C       

D       

  
  

            Grant Request: $_________ 

Total grant 
awarded by 
PCCF: $__________ 

               
      

Detailed project description:___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        (The project description may be continued on a second sheet if necessary.)  
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